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few commentators, whose business is to find matter
to comment on, Mohammadans care no more for the
date of a chapter in the Koran than a good Evangelical
Christian does for the age of Deuteronomy or the
Canticles. But because the faithful decline to pry
into the constitution and growth of their sacred
books, is it necessary that students who are not
believers in the particular revelation should be com-
pelled to bewilder themselves with the unscientific
and chaotic arrangement which satisfies the believer ?
To us the interest of the Koran is many-sided, and
not the least important side is the light it throws on
the character of Mohammad. In the common arrange-
ment, however, it is almost impossible to glean any
impressions on the Prophet's character and mental
changes ; it is even difficult to conceive of the strange
medley as the work of one man.

That a scientific order is possible has been conclu-
sively shown by a German professor, who possesses in
a peculiar degree the instinct of language, and may
without flattery be acknowledged the most remarkable
genius among Arabic scholars that Germany has pro-
duced. Noldeke's " Greschichte des Qorans " settled
practically for ever the question of the chronological
order of the Koran ; it is not probable that any very
marked advance will be made beyond his profound and
well-considered work. To detail the evidences upon
which his conclusions are based would carry us too
far ; but it may be stated that they consist chiefly of
indications derived from a minute study of the style
and vocabulary of the Koran. External evidence is